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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


Individuals and groups begin to lose momentum when they 
fall victim to conspiracy theories. The false perception of being 
helpless goads them to escape their responsibilities. Perceiving 
every event and every situation as an unsurmountable conspiracy 
leads them to psychological anguish and distress. When this 
helplessness becomes intense, any glimmer of light, opportunities 
for success, avenues of action and courses of struggle are out of 
sight—despite them being very much there. 

These conspiratorial perceptions are constantly eating . 
away the psyche and aspirations of Muslims, especially the youth 
in India. In this backdrop, it is crucial to diagnose the collective 
psyche, expose the conspiratorial ideologies and free the heart and 
mind of Ummah of them. 

This booklet meets this longstanding need. It is 
a collection of two articles that were published in the 
monthly Zindagi-e-Nau, New Delhi, as well as appeared 
in author’s 2020 book ‘Muslim Ummah: The Way Forward’. 
In view of the importance of the topic, these articles are being 
reproduced as a separate booklet for wider circulation. 


Muhiuddin Ghazi 
(Secretary Tasneefi Academy) 


CONSPIRACISM, 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES 
AND 


THE ISLAMIC STAND 


Irrational conspiracy theories make larger 
than life figures of evil mongers who disobey God. 
‘They make them appear as exceedingly powerful, 
possessing extraordinary strengths and abilities, 
and the masters of such absolute powers that all 
matters of the world are subject to their will and plan, 
to the point that they are considered omnipotent 

and omniscient. 


ifficult and scary situations act as breeding grounds for 
D conspiracy theories. These days, as trials and tribulations 
cascade over the Islamic world, these theories are also 
becoming more and more popular among the Muslims. In certain 
citcumstances, we are also coming across what sociologists call 
‘Conspiracism, which refers toa conscious or subconscious beliefthat 


all the major events, which turn the course of history, are brought 
into existence by the conspiracies of a handful of powerful people. 
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Conspiracies are an undeniable part of human life. 
Conspiracies occur right from everyday mundane issues to 
‘matters of international strategic importance. The Satan is 
essentially a conspirator. He has said: “So by Your Majesty, I shall 
surely mislead them all” (Saad: 82]. Accordingly, the Satan’s followers 
have been indulging in conspiracies all throughout history. Some 
people are naturally inclined towards cheating, plotting and 
conspiring. Likewise, there are certain organisations which feed 
on conspiracies to such an extent that it becomes part of their 
nature and they indulge in conspiracies every other day. Some 
conspiracies succeed while some others fail. To-stay aware of evil 
conspiracies and to plan ways and means to foil them is essential to 
the promotion of goodness and righteousness in society. 

To this extent, discussing conspiracies, analysing them 
and charting out strategies to counter them is indeed necessary, 
and we find a fair share of such discussions in the writings of 
all intellectuals and analysts worth their salt. But the extreme 
thought process and perspective that constitutes conspiracism is 
far removed from such earnest discussions. Those subscribing to 

this thought process see a conspiracy behind each and every event 
taking place in this world. They believe that the actual determining 
agent in history is a clandestine group.' People who fall prey to this 
thinking never accept any event or incident on its face value. They 
see conspiracies in large-scale disasters like earthquakes, storms, 
tsunamis, pandemics and locust attacks, and also in those which 
affect people on an individual level like cancer, AIDS and road 
accidents. And not only this, they also believe that all these events 
are the conspiracies of one single powerful group which is trying 
to gain control over the entire world. They link this international 
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conspiracy group to even the good things happening in this world. 
Be it attempts at environmental conservation or campaigns to 
contain certain diseases, everything is seen as a part of that global 
conspiracy. They are not able to see any thing or any possibility of 
good in this world. According to them, every powerful man and 
institution of authority is either evil personified or an agent of 
evil noless. _ 

Conspiracy theories abound not only among Muslims and 
citizens of the third world, but also among citizens of developed 
countries. In fact, most conspiracy theories emanate from the West, 
especially those paranormal theories involving the Illuminati and 
Freemasons and other such groups.” Apart from Islamic traditions, 
the ideas and prophesies revolving about the Dajjal and the signs 
of the Last Day, which flood our circles now and then, also owe 
their source to archaic Christian Antichrist and End time theories. 
There are many people in the West who still believe that the earth 
is flat, that the moon-landing was fake, who deny climate change 
and the environmental crisis and treat them as the conspiracies of 
some sinister groups. There are people who consider vaccination as 
a dangerous tool of some ominous plot. When he was alive, it was 
widely citculated that Adolf Hitler is the Antichrist! There are also 
people who believe that the entire history between 614 CE and 911 
CE (the 300 years beginning from the prophethood of Muhammad 
### to the Islamic conquest of Europe) has been fabricated, and 
no such period ever existed.} Just as we have some Muslims who 
blame the Jews for anything and everything bad that ever happens 
in this world, we also have countless people in the West who 
firmly believe that the Muslims are an extremely sly, cunning and 
influential community, and that their influence on world events 


10 Conspiracy Theories and the Islamic Stand 


is so profound that they are soon going to reign supreme over all 
of Europe, and that highly influential European and American 
rulers, wealthy capitalists and intellectuals are aiding the Muslims 
in this conspiracy. This theory is called Eurabia.* Some also believe 
that Barack Obama is actually a Muslim who has been planted by 
Muslims in the American administration as part of their conspiracy 
to take over the USA, or that he is the Antichrist himself. It is also 
being believed these days that the Dajjal is actually a global alliance 
of Islam and Communism. And there are many more. 

‘These examples tell us that conspiracy theories are popular 
across cultures. The only difference is that when it comes to 
developed and educated societies, these theories are branded fringe 
and paranoid, but when it comes to ours, even the mainstream 
thought in our country sways under its influence. 


THREE TYPES OF CONSPIRACY THEORIES 

When seen from the angle of possibility of having 
evidence and authenticity, there can be three possible types of 
conspiracy theories: 


1, Those theories which have already been proved with strong 
evidences and testimonials. For instance, the fact that the 
war on Iraq was not intended to destroy some ‘weapons of 
mass destruction, but to take over their oil reserves has been 
proven beyond doubt (For example see Chilcot Report‘). We 
have analytical reports by reliable judicial and quasi judicial 
commissions, of various riots which unmask the underlying 
conspiracies at play. The fact that a systematic plot is being 
hatched in the name of ‘moderate Islam’ to misguide 
Muslims and distance them from the Qur’an and Sunnah 
has been proved with strong documented evidence. The 


Conspiracy Theories and the Islamic Stand nN 


trade and economic conspiracies of capitalist colonial powers, 
their attempts to spread lies and to promote the culture of 
obscenity, nudity and consumerism through the media are 
also those conspiracies which have been proven using sound 
investigations. The only problem is that such irrefutable 
evidence is usually made available years after the occurrence. 
Nevertheless, these evidences and their details can be used to 
unravel similar future conspiracies. 


2. Next are those events in which the element of conspiracy 
has not been proved per se, but it is backed up with strong 
cirumstancial evidences, or the official explanation to 
those events is far removed from what is apparent thereof 
and the official narrative seems quite implausible. For 
instance, people have raised serious questions on the US 
government's explanation of what happened on 9/11. In our 
own country, responsible intellectuals and senior officials 
have raised doubts over the government’s statements on 
many cases of terrorism. The alternative theories which 
are presented to counter the official narrative are no doubt 
are also not conclusive enough, but the official narrative is 
also unconvincing. Hence, there is a good probability of a 
conspiracy. Questions should definitely be raised on such 
events. Alternative theories should be studied in all earnest 
and the quest for truth should continue unabated. 

We can call these two categories rational theories. The 
distinguishing mark of these rational theories is that we find 
examples of such conspiracies throughout history. Wars and riots 
are outcome of human excesses. Wars have been fought throughout 
history for material pursuits, but the real motive has always been 
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hidden behind make-believe narratives. Such conspiracies are 
quite possible today as well. Their effect is limited—they affect 
a limited number of people over a limited area and last for a 
limited time. We do not require any superhuman power or some 
international consensus to bring such conspiracies to fruition, 
they play out following the normal course of nature. It is possible 
to unmask them and fight them. We should definitely exercise 
caution against such conspiracies and caution the people about 
them. We should take a stand against them and proactively take a 
note of such conspiracies and the lessons we learn from them. We 
shall not be discussing these rational theories in this essay. What 
we would instead be discussing is the third type of theories—the 
irrational ones. 


3. Irrational thebries are the ones which are based not on some 
concrete intellectual source or knowledge, but on assumptions 
and conjectures. They spread thanks to social media apps, 
unfamiliar websites and news portals and tabloids which 
love to sensationalise everything. In our country, even the 
mainstream media does not shy away from spreading such 
conspiracy theories, leave alone emotionally charged orators 
and amateur writers. 


THE HAZARDS OF IRRATIONAL CONSPIRACY THEORIES 


Irrational conspiracy theories have a number of social, 
psychological and practical hazards. The biggest practical hazard 
is that the wrong analysis involved, spoils the course of our 
strategy and action plan. The events we come across are a product 
of several internal and external factors. There exist, the overt and 
covert efforts of numerous enemies, there are accidental events 
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which are beyond anyone's control and there also remain our 
own weaknesses, wrong judgements and moves, misdeeds and 
mistakes.. The complicated combination of all these factors gives 
birth to an ill-fated and hazardous situation. A proper response 
to this situation is possible only when we have identified all these 
factors and determined their exact ratio and proportion and 
scrutinised them to arrive at.an appropriate solution.’ But a mind 
which is swayed by conspiracism is unable to engage in this taxing 
exercise. For them, every problem and every crisis is the conspiracy 
of that single imaginary power. With a little creative thinking, 
they contort the apparent picture of the concerned event to make 
it appear suspicious and then link it to that conspiring power. 
Hence, this thinking and mind-set creates serious impediments 
in arriving at proper solutions and never allows us to formulate a 
definite strategy or action plan. 

Such conspiracy theories are nothing but an escape route. 
Serious, proactive and determined men never fall prey to such 
hearsay. Those who have conducted research on the psychological 
aspects of conspiracism® conclude that it is the outcome of the 
mental state and depression of losers.? When individuals and 
nations are devastated by failure after failure, and they see no 
way out of the quagmire they have seeped into, they see refuge in 
irrational conspiracy theories. 

Since these theories and the analyses they support to, do not 
suggest or arrive at any practical programme, they only promote 
stagnation and procrastination. Those who believe in such theories 
have nothing worthwhile to do ‘but to proclaim and spread those 
theories. They keep themselves busy in seeking a conspiracy angle 
in each and every event. The feeling that these conspiring elements 
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are all-powerful and all-pervading makes one assume that all our 
efforts and endeavours would anyway turn futile, leaving no drive 
whatsoever to plan, strategise, strive, struggle and stand up to 
the challenges. ; 


These theories are the outcome ofa severe form of depression 
and disappointment, and they further promote depression anda 
sense of status quo. When a person feels that his life is in complete 
control of an unseen enemy who controls everything that happens 
in this world, then he sees no point in making an effort. These are 
usuallythose events and occurrences which provide strong grounds 
for research and investigation, inventions and discoveries, efforts 
and endeavours. But if someone is consumed by conspiracism, why 
would he seek the real and actual cause behind that occurrence? He 
would simply call it a conspiracy and all he would do is curse those 
conspiracies, nothing else. 

Conspiracism has an effect on social relations too. People 
who are overawed by conspiracies suspect everyone outside their 
closed circle of co-ideologues. They refuse to believe the catise or 
factor of any event that the people believe to be true. They cannot 
get along with anyone because it becomes difficult for them to 
cooperate and collaborate or associate with anyone. They harbour 
a variant point of view about even those things on which the people 
hold a unanimous consensus. ; 

Such ideas breed in communities especially when they 
reach the final extent of their decline.° When helplessness and self- 
apathy reaches its limits, communities start viewing everyone and 
‘everything with suspicion. The Muslims’ own history testifies to 
the fact that conspiracy theories have been immensely popular in 
every phase of decline. 
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CONSPIRACY THEORY: VALID OR INVALID? 

‘The question that now arises is which theories should be 
considered rational and which ones should we consider irrational? 
When we refer to the Qur'an for this purpose, we-get very clear 
answers. We shall first present our study of the Qur'an on this topic 
and then touch upon the modern academic standards of evaluation. 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES AND THE ISLAMIC VIEWPOINT. 

The Holy Qur'an grooms its followers in such a manner that 
a believer can never succumb to an irrational approach. The Qur'an 
considers superstitions and blind faith a product of pagan mentality. ° 
Likewise, conjectures, obscurities, unreasonable suspicions and 
unfounded assumptions and presumptions also stem from a weak 
faith. The Qur’an strongly denounces the obnoxious attitude of 
ignoring the obvious truth and delving into the hidden realm. “And 
pursue not that of which you have no knowledge, for every act of hearing 
seeing and matters of the heart would be inquired into.” [Bani Israil: 36] 

The attitude the Qur’an wants to promote makes a believer 
accustomed to seeing all events and occurrences and all the . 
matters of his life in light of God’s ayah and His sunnah, as also his 
own experiences and factual evidence. . 

We shall now enumerate some principles deduced from 
the Quran which provide firm standards to evaluate these | 
conspiracy theories. 


1. Those who spread evil and corruption are very weak 
people 

Irrational conspiracy theories make larger than life figures 

of evil mongers who disobey God. They make them appear as 

exceedingly powerful, possessing extraordinary strengths and 

abilities, and the masters of such absolute powers that all the 
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matters of the world are subject to their will and plan, to the point 
that they are considered omnipotent and omniscient. Illuminati, 
Freemasons, Zionism and even the right-wing fascist forces of 
our own country are thought to hold the reins of every small and 
big event that occurs in this world. From political and economic 
matters to even natural disasters, from scientific research to moral 
and cultural trends, there seems to be no aspect of human life 
which is not controlled by them. They never seem to fail, and there 
is not a leaf that falls without their knowledge and consent. They 
plot and plan, and everything in this world happens in accordance 
with their plan, down to the last detail. 

The Qur'an, however, tells us that the satanic powers that 
indulge in conspiracies are very weak and insignificant, more 
fragile than a spider's web. The biggest and most powerful 
conspirator is Satan himself. But God calls his conspiracies 
extremely weak: “So fight the associates of Satan, for verily the plots 
of Satan are extremely weak.” (An-Nisa’: 76] The Qur'an says that 
those who disobey God are living under a false impression of 
their power and abilities: “Verily, the disbelievers are living under self- 
deception”. [Al-Mulk: 20] Even powerful emperors like Pharaoh and 
Nimrod, who had claimed divinity, had been granted limited and 
imperfect authority. While narrating their plots, the Qur’an gives 
us the universal principle that “the plots of the disbelievers end up in 
nothing but errors and delusions.” [Al-Momin: 25] No single person can 
possess unlimited powers or wield global authority! 


2. God keeps a check and balance on people by means of 
other people. He prevents the occurrence of global and 
perpetual corruption by making them fight each other and 
curtailing their might 
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‘The Qur'an says that all corrupt people are essentially weak 
and are given to tearing apart each other. ; 

“We have placed among them enmity and hatred until 

the Last Day.:Whenever they kindle the fire of war, Allah’ 

extinguishes it. And they strive throughout thé land 

causing corruption, but Allah does not Iie. corruptors.” 

[Al- Maidah: 64] 


Every conspiracy theory is rooted in the assumption that 
God's enemies are a well-organised united front. The, Qur'an 
refutes this hypothesis when it says: 
“Their mutual violence is severe. You think they are united 


together, but their hearts are divided. That is because they ~- 
are a people without reason.” [Al-Hashr: 14] ; 


If a group wishes to take down the world with their 
conspiracies, it is imperative that they should be united. All the 
people and institutions of influence and authority and all those 
people who can have any say in a matter should necessarily be 
loyal to them. For instance, in order to fool people in the name of. 
a natural calamity, it is necessary that all the rulers of the world, 
all the concerned. scientists, statisticians, the managers of all 
concerned government and non-government organisations and 
companies and all the experts on their payroll should be a part of 
this conspiracy. This essentially means that millions of people need 
to be involved, all belonging to various nations and communities, 
religions and ideologies, their loyalties differ from each other, 
and at times clash with each other. The same applies to the issue 
of vaccination and climate change. Is it possible that they all 
become puppets of a conspiracy group who had united together 
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to commit such a horrendous crime against humanity? And is 
it possible for them to cause perpetual (or even a long-standing) 
corruption on earth? 

Our study of the Qur’an tells us that it is against the scheme 
of God for all the people of the world to act hand in glove with those 
causing corruption on land on such a large scale. On the contrary, 
it is God’s way that He uses one group of people to keep a check 
on another group of people. “And if it were not for Allah checking some 
people by means of others, the earth would have been corrupted, but Allah 
is full of bounty to the worlds.” [Al-Bagarah: 251] 

MaulanaAbulAlaMaududi explains this ayah thus: 

“This means that in order to keep the world running smoothly, 

God has made a system by which He allows some people to 

reign supreme over the world to some limited extent. But 

when those people cross their limits, He breaks their might 

by means of some other people." 


3. No single person or group of people can ever gain 
absolute and universal control over the world and all its 
matters 

The Qur'an does not mention or hint towards any such all- 
pervasive conspiracy which would make the entire world fall to its 
knees. Wherever the Qur'an speaks of any conspiracy, it speaks of 
it as something very weak and hollow. It says that Islam’s enemies 
try to conspire against it, but Allah too plots against them. “They 
plan and Allah too plans, and the best of planners is Allah.” (Al-Anfal: 30] 
Just as la ilaha is always read along with illallah, it is a compulsory 
component of faith to add ‘Allah plans’ to ‘they plan.’ This is the 
difference between a believer and an unbeliever. The Qur’an says 
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that conspirators fall into the trap they have laid down for others. 
“We have thus placed within every city the greatest of its criminals to 
conspire therein. But they conspire not except themselves, and they percetve 
it not.” [Al-An’am: 123] It also says that these conspiracies are short 
lived, and they eventually fail. “Indeed they had plotted sedition before, 
and upset matters for you, until the truth arrived and the decree of Allah 
became manifest, much to their disgust.” (At-Taubah: 48] 
The most powerful of organisations are helpless before 
God. No man is powerful enough to enslave all mankind. Such a 
thought is akin to associating someone with God’s omnipotence, 
amounting to shirk. 


4. Assumptions and conjectures, suspicion, irrational 
conspiracy theories, belief in baseless rumours and 
spreading them are all condemnable. 

We find the mention of several conspiracies in the Qur'an. 
A thorough study of those passages allows us to understand the 
Qur’anic point of view on the various dynamics of conspiracies. 
Assumptions, conjectures and baseless presumptions, suspicions, 
creating and spreading rumours, believing in those rumours and 
forming a perspective and attitude on their basis—these are the 
core dynamics of every conspiracy theory. 
; Surah Nur speaks of a malicious conspiracy that goes by 
the name of Ifk. During the course of its analysis, the Qur’an says: 
“Behold, you received it on your tongues, and said out of your mouths things 
of which you had no knowledge, and you thought it to be a light matter, 
while it was most serious in the sight of God.” (An-Nur: 15] 
The guidance that has been given in this: as also the 
guidelines and principles that have been given in the successive: 
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makes the Qur’anic stand fairly evident—that an obsessive prying _- 
attitude and the spread of baseless rumours is highly condemnable. 
~ Abeliever should instead develop his approactt onsound arguments, 
investigation and evidence. . 
When the magicians announced their faith before. the 
Pharaoh, he and his yes-men reacted by saying, “Surely this is 
a trick which you have planned in the city to drive out its people.” Here, 
conspiracism is presented as the outcome of a defeated mind. 

-In the case of those conspiracies, however, which are 
exposed by clear and manifest proofs and testimonies, the.Qur’an 
encourages us to deal with them with a sharp mind, foresight, 
courage and determination. A clear example of this is the case of 
Masjid-e-Ziraar, in which the Qur’an says: “You should never stand for 
worship in this masjid.” [At-Taubah: 108] 


5. Natural calamities are a sign of God’s power and an 
admonition from Him. 

God has said in the Qur'an that He sends natural calamities 
to warn mankind. “Before you, We sent Messengers to many nations, 
and We afflicted the nations with suffering and adversity, that they might 
learn humility.” [Al-An’am: 42] 

God has been sending earthquakes, storms and epidemics 
all throughout history to warn people, manifesting His power and 
the helplessness of the human race. In the case of the Pharaoh, the 
Qur'an says: “So We sent upon them the flood, locusts, lice, frogs and blood 
as distinct signs. But they were steeped in arrogance, a people given to sin.” 
[Al-A’araf: 133] It is not possible that God’s ways have changed in the 
21st Century, and that God has now outsourced these calamities to 
conspirators! 
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6. The enemy’s conspiracies against the Muslims succeed 
” because of our own weaknesses. 


. People routinely conspire against each other. The Qur'an 
makes it ‘amply clear that if the otherwise weak, lame and debased _ 
conspiracies of mischief makers appear to succeed, then it is the 
" weakness of Muslims themselves that is to be blamed. When the 
believers: become vulnerable, they fall prey to the conspiracies of 
satanic powers. Even when it comes to the Satan’s own conspiracies, 
God says: “You would surely have no authority over my servants, except 
those who put themselves in the wrong and follow you.” [Al-Hijr: 42] 

"The Qur’an asks us to cultivate sabr and taqwa, it would 
help us overcome any conspiracy coming our way. “If good touches 
you, it distresses them, but ifharm strikes you, they rejoice at it. And if you 
show sabr and taqwa, their plot will not harm you at all. Indeed, Allah is 
encompassing of what they do.” [Aale’Imran: 120] 

Another facet of difficulties and crises is that of trial and 
examination. God tests some of His servants by putting them into 
difficulties. But many a times, difficulties are caused because of 
internal factors. The Qur’an has been very explicit in stating that 
the difficulties that befall us are not the result of some external 
factor, but we are ourselves responsible. We need to seek the causes 
of our weaknesses, defeats and difficulties in our own selves, not 
elsewhere. “Whatever misfortune befalls you is because of the things 
your hands have wrought, and for many of them He grants forgiveness.” 
[Ash-Shura: 30] Our arts and sciences, our glory, our influence, our 
strength and power, our golden past and everything that we pride 
upon are not taken away by enemy conspiracies, but by our own 
weaknesses. God has called this His fixed principle, His way. “This 
has happened in accordance with God's way that He would never change the 
grace which He has bestowed on a people until they change what is in their 
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own souls, and verily Allah is He who hears and knows all.” [Al-Anfal: 53] 

The Qur'an has discussed in detail certain catastrophes 
that have befallen the Muslims, but it has never blamed enemy 
conspiracies as the primary cause of those setbacks. For example, 
while analysing the debacle at the Battle of Uhud, the Qur’an does — 
not say that all this happened because the Quraish had come with 
a foolproof plan, or that someone had hatched a sinister conspiracy, 
or that they had a great military commander like Khalid bin Walid 
on their side and they tricked you by attacking you from the rear. 
While we do know about all these things from books of history, the 
Qur'an refuses to lay the blame of the defeat on these factors. What 
the Qur'an instead says is, “Why is it that when a single disaster struck 
you on the Battle of Uhud, although you had struck the enemy in the Battle 
of Badr with onetwiceas great, yousaid: From whereitthis? Say, Itisfrom 
yourselves.’ Indeed, Allah has power over all things.” [Aale’Imran: 165] 
The Qur'an then goes on to elaborate upon the internal weaknesses 
of the Muslims that caused that debacle. 

The Qur’an has provided similar analyses elsewhere as 
well. Wherever the Qur’an has touched upon victory and defeat, 
tise and decline, highs and lows, it has sought to encourage 
the Muslims to lead their lives on the path of knowledge and 
conviction, investigation and evidence, facts and experiences 
instead of wandering about in the dark recesses of doubts and 
hesitations, conjectures and uncertainties, and baseless and 
unfounded assumptions. 

HOW DO WE IDENTIFY FALSE CONSPIRACY THEORIES? 

“In the above discussion, we have learnt some important 
tools to help identify false conspiracy theories. We find supportive 
evidence of these tools in modern philosophy as well. 

A conspiracy theory should be considered false when it 
fulfils these conditions: 
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1. Every such theory in which the conspirator is shown as a 
possessor of some extraordinary and supernatural power, 
and one who has absolute control over whatever is happening 
in this world. 


2. Every such theory in which a huge natural calamity or a 
pandemic-like crisis is attributed to the secret planning of 
some shadow organisation. 


3. Every such theory in which there seems to be no possible way 
out of that conspiracy, and countering which is seen as a futile 
and unproductive exercise.” 

Apart from these, there are some other methods which have been 
deduced from modern modes of investigation and research: 


1. The biggest give away of false conspiracy theories is their 
internal contradiction. Many questions are left unanswered. 
They clash with prima facie evidence and established 
scientific facts." For example, the claim that climate change is 
a lie that has been floated as part of a conspiracy goes against 
many routinely observed facts. Or to claim that cancer is not 
a disease at all, just a deficiency of some vitamin, does not 
explain the millions of deaths all over the world, even the 
deaths of those people who believe and spread such theories. 


2. One more give away is that those proposing the theory fail to 
explain who exactly benefits from that ‘conspiracy,"* and what 
possible gain can be accrued from it. For example, who stands 
to benefit from the Corona pandemic? The pharmaceutical 
companies which would produce its vaccine? How much 
profit would these companies amass? What is the worth of 
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’ this profit when compared to the colossal global financial loss’ 
that has wreaked this world? If this is indeed the conspiracy ’ 
7) > ofa few pharmaceutical companies, then why are the world’s _ 
, biologists, doctors, hospitals, governments, policy-makers et 
al supporting them? If there is an organisation which seeks to 
“: gain control over the entire world through this pandemic, then : 
ne how would it achieve this objective? What has this pandemic 
“ got to do with some unseen mysterious organisation trying 
“to gain control. over the world? And if that organisation is 
“indeed so powerful and influential that i it can compel all the 
; governments of the world, and all the world’s institutions, 
7 “ntellectuals, scientists, doctors, social and religious leaders 
“5 toindulge in such an inhuman crime, then why would it stage 
* such a drama when it already wields such absolute power? 


Conspiracy theories can also be examined by evaluating the , 
” scale of the conspiracy. The lesser the people involved in the 
a alleged conspiracy, and the lesser the people affected by it, and 
"the lesser the damage caused by it, the lesser the geographical 
extentand period for which the conspiracy affected the people, 
the more likely is it to be true. It is possible for a few people 
to come together and conspire against.a handful of people or 


a single government for a year or two and cause them some 
damage. But conspiring against billions of people of the 
world, conspiring against scores of countries, a conspiracy 
that renders the entire world helpless, or a conspiracy that 
keeps running for decades together is implausible and goes 
against the established Way of God. 


4. False conspiracy theories can also be identified by examining 
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those facts and figures which have been used to propose that 
theory or used as substantiating evidence. False conspiracy 
theories are spread using fake news. Attributing false 
statements to rulers, experts and other men of authority or to 
twist and turn their statements to misinterpret them, dishing 
out false and misleading citations from books and journals, 
fake images and videos, false and fabricated scientific 
data, misleading but appealing interpretations of scientific 
principles (by use of heavy jargon) —these are all routinely 
used to propagate irrational conspiracy theories. It is quite 
unfortunate that not only ordinary people, but even educated 
ones are influenced by such things despite the fact that it is 
very easy today to fact-check. It takes very little effort these 
days to verify the news we hear and see. 
5. There is another form of pertinent investigation called 
‘epistemic authority.’ Here, the knowledge and expertise of 
those proposing the theory or the data that is used to support 
it is examined. In this complicated world that we live in, for 
us to study every matter in complete detail, we need to gain 
expertise in that particular field. It is utmost necessary to 
identify and develop faith in the competent and reliable 
experts who hold an authority on any subject. Many people do 
not even understand which branch of knowledge the matter 
concerned falls under. For instance, ‘the spread of viruses’ 
does not fall under the domain of doctors, it belongs to the 
domain of virologists and epidemiologists. 
From the examples we have cited above to explain ‘rational 
conspiracy theories, we can all understand that those who falsify 
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government narratives and question their motives are not ordinary 
laymen, they are acclaimed experts of their respective field. In the 
case of the war on Iraq, scores of renowned political scientists and 
experts on current affairs from all over the world have been refuting 
the claims of the American and British governments from day one. 
Those who speak on security issues during terrorist attacks are 
senior-most police officers, experts on internal security, judges 
and other experts. In the case of every rational matter, it always 
so happens that God puts forth some of His servants to reveal the 
truth to mankind. Ifa conspiracy theory is close to the truth, it can 
never happen that all the experts all over the world would maintain 
silence over it, and leave the task ofunmasking it to unauthoritative, 
amateur men or those self-claimed intellectuals who possess no 
expertise on the matters concerned. Hence, investigation also 
involves examining the competence and qualification of those 
proposing the theory and having it ratified by reliable experts. This 
task requires an earnest and meticulous approach. This is because 
those proposing the conspiracy theory often pretend to be experts 
in that field. Quacks use heavy jargon to present themselves as 
expert doctors, Today, it has become very easy to examine anyone’s 
profile, it does not take more than a minute to do so. We need to 
cultivate this habit. By God’s grace, today we have experts available 
in our circles and among all Islamic movements the world over. We 
should rely on their word and benefit from their expertise. 


6. Apart from these, we have some sophisticated investigative 
tools like ‘falsifiability test’ too. Researchers have come up with 
certain mathematical models which can be used to examine 
a number of theories. But this is too complicated a topic to 
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be elaborated here, we shall discuss its details on some other 
occasion. Those interested in knowing more about it can refer 
to the books I have quoted in the reference section.” 

The fact of the matter is that people try to cash in on 
each and every major event. The utterly despicable materialistic 
mentality of today’s world has only contributed to this attitude. 
Unscrupulous people, institutions and governments can 
and have been using tragedies and natural calamities and 
disasters caused by some human error for their own political, 
economic and other interests. To exploit an earthquake, 
tsunami or pandemic for one’s personal gains, to resort to 
lies and exaggerations to this end, to spread false news and 
rumours, etc. is one thing, but to engineer a calamity as part 
of a conspiracy is an altogether different matter. There are 
very high chances of the former, but the suspicions that arise 
because of it inadvertently lead to the latter.” Hence, concerted 
efforts should be made to understand the details of an event if 
one suspects a conspiracy, and to see and show only as much as 
is true therein. 


CONSPIRACY THEORIES AND AHADITH RELATED TO 
THE LAST DAYS 

Hadith narrations included in Last Day prophesies and those 
related to Dajjal are often quoted to fan conspiracy theories. It is 
thus claimed that whatever bad is happening in this world is being 
done by the Dajjal and his stooges. People who think on these lines 
shy away from solutions to the problems, saying that the Dajjal 
would eventually be defeated by Mehdi and Jesus Christ, all we are 
left to do is to wait for them and link every small and big problem 
to the Dajjal’s conspiracy and lament upon it! 
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What we need to understand here is that the end time 
prophesies narrated by Prophet Muhammad /# are very clear and 
explicit. We need to consider all those prophesies before arriving at 
any proper conclusion. Quoting a lone narration out of context to 
claim that the Dajjal is coming and the end is near is an extremely 
misguiding thing to do. Our history is replete with such loose talk 
about the advent of Dajjal at every difficult turn. 

The conflict we are facing today is between right and wrong, 
and this is something that has been happening all throughout 
history. This the conflict between the flame of Muhammad ## and 
sparks of Abu Lahab, in which we are required to play our active 
role, not sit idle and wait for Imam Mehdi or Jesus Christ to arrive. 
When they eventually arrive, they would fulfil their respective 
responsibilities. Right now, it is we who are expected to fulfil ours. 
We would never be able to execute our roles if we begin to see Dajjal 
in every spark thrown by Abu Lahab. In this ongoing conflict, we 
are expected to represent the prophetic light and we would be held 
accountable if we do not. If we strive in the right direction with 
the required enthusiasm, we can expect Allah’s help and support in 
our endeavours, while the law of nature would decide our success 
or failure. We have received the same share of skills and resources 
as our enemies have, there is no need to get overawed or lose 
confidence. Allah keeps sending us good times and bad times. “Such 
days of varying fortunes We alternate among the people”. [Aale’Imran: 
140] Trials and difficult days are short lived. To get unduly anxious 
and to think of evil forces as some unsurmountable mountain is a 
grave mistake and a very big psychological weakness. 


OUR EXPECTED PRACTICALAPPROACH 


We should indeed remain alert about what is happening in 
this world and the conspiracies of evil forces. This is essential to 
chalk out a proper line of action. But it is another thing altogether 
to blow things out of proportion and to let it overpower us to such 
an extent that we begin to see a conspiracy in each and every 
thing with our tainted glasses. Instead of pondering over what 
we need to do, we spend every waking hour thinking what they 
(the conspirators—real or imagined) are doing to us. If this is so, 
then this is suggestive of a psychiatric problem. We have already 
discussed how we can weed out the irrational theories from the 
rational ones. We should definitely work on the rational ones and 
take appropriate steps to counter those conspiracies. But we must 
steer clear of irrational theories, and keep the Ummah from getting 
engrossed in those as well. 

The Muslims, in fact, have been entrusted with the 
responsibility of taking charge not only of their own matters, they 
are expected. to step forward and take charge of global issues as 
well. The day we consider ourselves responsible for our issues and 
those of this world, and take complete charge of their solution, it 
would mark our first step on the highway of progress and success. 
The sick attitude of blaming others-for our failures is actually an 
escape route. The person or community that keeps seeking escape 


routes can never taste success. A successful person is he who 
accepts his failures too. He seeks the causes of his failure in his 
own actions rather than blaming others. Since external conditions 
are not within his control, he leaves them to God. However, he does 
have a control over his own self, so he seeks to reform himself, put 
in more efforts, do things more wisely until he meets success. 
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God has made tawakkul (to rely upon God, to entrust our 
"affairs to Him) imperative for a believer's success. Tawakkul 

encourages us on to keep trying without giving up and without | 
losing hope. Tawakkul makes us proactive and pragmatic. It helps © 
us concentrate on possibilities. Those things which are not within 
our reach or those which are beyond our scope and domain, we 
leave them to God, while we focus our mind and efforts on those 
things which we are capable of doing and which fall under our 
scope and domain. The problem with weak and unsuccessful 
people and communities is that they focus more on. external 
factors, hurdles and others’ moves and conspiracies. Successful 
people, on the contrary, have their eyes fixed on their target. They 
show only as much concern about the tricks and plots of the 
enemy as is required for the planning of their plan and strategy. 
They concentrate on doing only those things which are within the 
sphere of their abilities and possibilities. As for those things that 
are beyond their scope of possibilities, they do not bat as much 
as an eyelid. This is the spirit that tawakkul seeks to inculcate. To 
try to our utmost and to leave the rest to Allah is what tawakkul is. 
This is a unique thought paradigm. Allah had asked even His own 
Messenger ## to continue discharging his duties without getting 
too upset with the plots and plans of the enemy. “And so did We make 
for every Messenger an enemy—evil ones among men and jinn, inspiring 
each other with flowery discourses by way of deception. If your Lord had so 
planned, they would not have done it, so leave them and their inventions 
alone. [Al-An’am: 112] 

Syed Qutub Shaheed 4% has written an insightful note 
on this ayah. For the sake of brevity, 1 have reproduced only a 
paragraph from that note here: 


“The conspiracies of these powers do not have a free rein 
either. They are surrounded by an encompassing boundary 
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of divine plan. Whatever conspiracy these devils plot, they. 
do so within the boundary of this divine plan. And this 
divine plan is well-regulated. For the believers, this gang - 
of evil mongers and the global powers that back them up 
are not worth a straw. They are fettered to a pole, they are 
not free to graze and rampage as they want. God does as 
He wills, and He never lets everyone they want get trapped 
in their schemes without any fight or confrontation, far 
from the wishes of these devils who would like to have 
an unquestioned authority and wish that people should’ 
unconditionally obey them and act upon their whims 
and fancies. Never! Instead, all the conspiracies of these 
devils are limited to the boundaries of God's will and plan, 
they are governed by destiny and follow certain rules. It 
is for this reason that these evil forces are unable to harm 
God's allies, except to the extent to which God allows them 
to test His allies. All matters eventually revert back to 
God. Hence, the righteous should always keep their faith 
and hope on God Almighty, regardless of what the Satan 
wishes or desires. They should remain steadfast on their . 
cause in such a manner that sincerity should be ingrained 
in their character and deeds, and their hearts and minds 
become an embodiment of truth. As for the devils’ plots 
and conspiracies, the believers ought to leave them to God’s 
plan and will, which would remain dominant under all 
circumstances. This is because all these things work as per 
the divine plan”.” : 
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_ ENDTIME, DAJJAL | 
AND CONSPIRACISM | 


Adopting a fair and balanced approach 
regarding prophecies related to the doomsday 
and the days leading to it is not only an academic 
requirement, but also a practical need. Animbalance 
in the perspective causes an imbalance in our 

practical approach as well. 


hilea large chunk of these prophesies is indeed based on 
W= and fabricated narrations emanating from Israeli 
folklore and biblical traditions, a substantial part owes 
its source to authentic ahadith as well. Sabih Bukhari, Sunan Ibn 
Majah and Jame’ Tirmizi have chapters titled Kitabul Firan, Sahih 
Muslim has a chapter titled Kitabul Fitan wa ashratis Sa’ah and 
Sunan Abu Dawood has chapters titled Kitabul Fitan wal Malahim, 
Kitabul Mehdi and Kitabul Malahim. Under these headings, 
the respectable hadith scholars have collected ahadith related to 
signs of the Doomsday, the evils of the end time and other such 
prophesies. We shall discuss and analyse these narrations here and 
try to understand what they actually seek to convey and what we 
learn from them. 
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NARRATIONS RELATED TO END TIME, AND 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES 


Prophet Muhammad (2 has told many signs of the qayamah 
(doomsday) and the days leading to it. He has predicted about 
an extremely tumultuous period leading to the doomsday. ‘his 
period would be marked with bloodbaths, the rise of a number of 
evils, and it would be difficult for a person to salvage his faith. The 
scourge of Maseeh Dajjal (aka Dajjal akbar and one-eyed Dajjal) has 
been forecasted. He would be a cruel tyrant, and would possess 
extraordinary and even supernatural powers, he would also claim 
to be god and a Prophet. Narrations also speak about Mehdi, who 
would bea very righteous and efficient leader of Muslims and would 
establish unparalleled justice in the world. The second coming of 
Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) has also been prophesised, he 
would save the world from Dajjal. Narrations also warn about the 
attack of Gog and Magog, who would spill blood and cause unrest 
all over the world. They would then perish thanks to the prayers of 
Jesus Christ. 

It is impossible for us to arrive at the exact and definite 
interpretations of these narrations. It is quite possible that the 
truthful and trustworthy Prophet 2 might have used allegories 
to explain certain aspects of this scourge. For example, Dajjal’s 
extremely fast vehicle has been reported to be a donkey.’ This 
donkey would carry Dajjal from one part of the world to another at 
mind-boggling speeds. We do not know whether it would indeed 
bea donkey ora sophisticated vehicle of the time which the Prophet 
referred to as a donkey for ease of his audience’s understanding. 
There is a scope of such analogous meanings in these narrations, 
andour religious scholars have also hinted at them in their exegeses. 


But the torchbearers of conspiracism extract far-fetched meanings 
from these narrations. With the overstretched imagination, they 
try to apply them on the contemporary developments and the 
social and civilisational events of our times. This enables them 
to declare our age as the end time, i.e., the tumultuous period 
that would immediately precede the doomsday. But since they 
cannot show Dajjal, they resort to naming a civilisational system, 
some government, some technology, some system and other such 
inanimate things, as Dajjal. Accordingly, for some people, the 
television is Dajjal, for some others it is the corporate world, for 
some itis the modern Western political and military establishment, 
while for some others the entire media is Dajjal. Similarly, those 
narrations which speak of bloodshed and wars are applied to the 
contemporary happenings, and it is then estimated that Jesus 
Christ would descend on so-and-so date and Mehdi would arrive in 
so-and-so year, the Dajjal would manifest in so-and-so years hence, 
the world would thus come to an end on so-and-so date. Some 
readers might feel this an exaggeration, but we have had literature 
based on such calendars all throughout our history in which dates 
have been offered for the fulfilment of each prophecy and the 
‘dooms day date’ has also been fixed. Well, it is quite amusing to 
note that many such ‘dates’ have already gone by! 

This approach and attitude leads to the following 
consequences, and these effects are clearly visible among a section 
of educated Muslims and these are fatal for our collective life. It is 
hence necessary to take notice of it. 

Ahadith tell us that Dajjal would possess certain supernatural 
powers, defying the Jaws of nature. For example, his vehicle would 
take him from one part of the world to another in no time, he 
would resurrect the dead, he would cause rainfall whenever he 
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wants, when he would speak the entire world would hear him, he 
would have absolute control over agriculture and food, éte. These 
supernatural powers are equated with the advancements of modern 
technology, as if to say that the objective of all these technological 
developments is to equip Dajjal with the tools and devices he would 
require. Hence, doubts are raised over every new technology that it — 
is possibly among the mischiefs of the Dajjal. When the first train 
ran in India, certain writers had averred that this is nothing but 
the Dajjal’s donkey! Such an approach breeds misgivings, detest 
and abhorrence over technological advancements. If people start 
believing that the internet, communication technology, 4G and 
5G, supersonic jets, rockets, agricultural technology, vaccines, 
biotechnology, etc. are all tools of the Dajjalic scourge, then which 
believer would want to be a part of this scourge? (The ill effects 
of technology, its environmental effects, its ethical aspects, its 
Islamic perspective, etc. are a separate issue. The modern Western 
perspective of technology is indeed antithetical to quite a few 
Islamic values. We have discussed this aspect earlier, and we shall 
continue to do so too, but what we are speaking about here in 
particular is the attitude of branding technology itself as Dajjalic 
scourge and shunning it.) Accordingly, this mentality drives people 
away from science, technology and technological advancements. 
These days, the effects of technology are so universal and all 
pervasive that no scheme of Islamic renaissance is possible 
without giving it the attention it deserves. It is the responsibility of 
Muslims to face the challenges thrown by technology with courage 
and fortitude, wisdom and discretion and a proactive approach. 
The attitude we have discussed in this point, however, promotes 
doubts and hesitation, escape and detachment from technology: 


Conspiracy Theories and the Islamic Stand oT 39 


1. Certain narrations tell us that in those tumultuous times, 
staying aloof from the civilised world and seeking shelter in 
the mountains and the caves would be a safer alternative. If 
people start believing that the Last Days have already dawned _ 
upon us, that the Dajjal would descend upon us in the next 
few days and that the doomsday is round the corner, there 
would be no drive left for effort and endeavour. People would 
grow averse and afraid of not just science and technology but 
even of routine social and civilisational life. Accordingly, the 
protagonists of such views are often seen advocating these 
things. This attitude creates hurdles in the path of growth and 
progress of civilisation, and comes in the way of Islam’s and 
Muslims’ active and affirmative role in the same. More than 
anything else, it goes against the basic spirit of Islam. Islam 
is against materialism, but itis also against monasticism. Far 
from renouncing the world and escaping its issues, it prepares 
its followers to play a leading and guiding role in the world 
and its affairs. 


2. Prophecy has it that towards the Last Day, the end of strife 
and evil and the triumph of Islam would be carried out by a 
predetermined person, i.e., Imam Mehdi and Hazrat Isa. If 
people begin expecting the Last Day prematurely, then a 
common man would lose the motivation to play an active role 
in the conflict between good and evil and to achieve success in 
accordance with the law of nature. He would start seeing the 
future only in the light of prophesies and divine providence, 
and would fail to understand the importance of his own role 
therein. The feeling that one is living in the Last Days makes 
a person sit back and wait for Imam Mehdi and Hazrat Isa to 
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take charge of the affairs. He loses faith in the significance of 
planning, strategy and struggle. The drive to strive for a cause, 
accept challenges, endure, strategise and engage in physical 
and mental pursuits mellows down. 


We, therefore, feelthat adopting a fairand balanced approach 
regarding prophecies related to the doomsday and the days leading 
to it is not only an academic requirement, but also a practical 
need. An imbalance in the perspective causes an imbalance in 
our practical approach as well. Hence, it is necessary to earnestly 
analyse these things in the light of the Qur’an, authentic ahadith 
and the interpretations and exegeses of reliable scholars. 


ONLY ALLAH KNOWS WHEN THE WORLD WOULD END 


The Qur’an has stated in several passages that only Allah 
knows when the world would end. 


“They ask you, [0 Muhammad], about the Hour: when is 
its arrival? Say, “Its knowledge is only with my Lord. None 
will reveal its time except Him. It lays heavily upon the 
heavens and the earth. It will not come upon you except 
unexpectedly.” [Al-A’araf: 187] 


While explaining this ayah, Allama Ibn Katheer writes’: 


“Qatadah says that the knowledge of its correct time lays 
heavily on all creation. There is none in the heavens and 
the earth who knows about it, they are all clueless about it. 
Suddi says that even the high ranking angels, the greatest 
of Prophets are oblivious of it. It would descend upon them 
unexpectedly.” 


Surah Luqman has a list of those things of which no one can 
have any definite knowledge save God. One of those things is the 
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knowledge of the Hour. “Indeed, Allah alone has the Inowledge of the 
Hour” [Luqman: 34) 
‘There are many ahadith which tell us that Prophet Muhammad J : 
recited this ayah when he was asked when the world would end. 
__ In Surah Taha, God has told us that He wishes to keep the’ 
knowledge of the Hourasecret. .:. 


“Verily the Hour is coming, My design i is to ee it hidden, 
for every soul to receive its reward by the measure of its : 
endeavour.” Taha: 15) 


It is part of God Almighty's wisdom and scheme to on 
the knowledge of the Hour'a secret. The aforementioned ayah of 
Surah al-Aaraf (187) has been explained in Ma’ariful Qur’an in the 
following words: , 


. “Justas there isa certain wisdom involved in keeping the date 
.. and time of a person’s own death a secret, so also, keeping 
the doomsday—which is nothing but the collective death of 
"the entire cosmos—a secret also involves quite a few points 
of wisdom. The first wisdom is that life itself would become 
onerous for those who believe in it and it would become 
difficult for them to do anything in this world, while those 
who do not believe in it would find an excuse toridicule and 
laugh at it when they hear that it is still a long time away, 
thus adding to their rebellion. Hence, prudence demands 
that its date be kept under wraps, so that people should’ 
always remain fearful of its terrifying events. It is this fear 
that acts as the single most potent factor in keeping man 
from sinning.” 


There are several ahadith in which the Prophet fies pleaded 
ignorance about the actual date of the doomsday. In a renowned 
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hadith —that goes by the name hadith of Jibril—it has been narrated 
that Arch angel Jibril approached the Prophet in human form while 
he was sitting with his companions. He asked the Prophet several 
questions, and the Prophet gave him appropriate answers. But 
when he asked the Prophet mata as-sa’ah? (When would the Hour 
occur?). The Prophet simply replied that ‘the one who is asked does 
not know any more about this than the one who is asking’ What 
this means is that neither Jibril nor the Prophet have any idea when 
the world would end. 


Prophet Muhammad # has, however, informed us of 
certain signs of doomsday in quite a few ahadith.* But when we 
study those ahadith, we realise that although the way in which the 
Prophet has related these signs does generate inquisitiveness and 
concern in the minds of the Muslims, they do not specify the exact 
date of the doomsday. Maulana Rafi’ Usmani writes: 


“Given the large corpus of signs and their intricate details, 
the reader often comes to assume that he would be able to 
join the dots and successfully arrive at the exact date of the 
doomsday. But this has never actually happened, and nor 
would it ever happen in the future. The Qur’an explicitly 
says: “it (the doomsday) would come upon you unexpectedly”. 
To begin with, most signs lack any chronological order, it 
is difficult to understand which event would precede or 
follow which event. Eyen when it comes to those events 
whose order has been related in hadith, we have no certain 
knowledge about the time interval between two successive 
ones. There are some other hadith in which the words that 
have been used are so generic that their exact import 
cannot be determined, to the point that readers even find 
apparent contradictions on some occasions. But it should be 
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understood here that those are not actually contradictions, 
it is just that. the words employed are very generic and 
non-spetific.”> 


To pry into the exact date of the doomsday despite 
these facts, and to calculate its month and year, is a futile and 
meaningless exercise. The fact remains that every person's death 
is his doomsday! His time is up when he dies. The Prophet /# has 
very often drawn parallels between the two. Bedouins used to 
approach the Prophet and ask him when the Hour would arrive. 
The Prophet would point towards the youngest among them and 
say, “If this child lives long enough, your Hour would arrive before 
he grows old.” After narrating this hadith, Imam Bukhari ois 
remarks: “Hashham states that the Prophet was actually alluding 
to their death”.‘ In other words, you all would die before this child 
passes away, and that itself would be your Hour, your doomsday. 


SIGNS OF THE DOOMSDAY, AND THEIR THREE CATEGORIES 


The signs of the doomsday that have been mentioned in 
authentic hadith can be broadly classified into three categories. The 
first category consists of those signs which have already manifested 
themselves. The second consists of those signs which are very 
general in nature, and it is extremely difficult to fix a date on the 
basis of those signs. Some of those signs keep manifesting again 
and again in various ages. In many ages following the Prophetic era, 
people have seen those signs appearing. The third category consists 
of those specific and very explicit signs which would immediately 
precede doomsday. 

Of the first category, i.e., those signs which have already 
appeared, the first sign of doomsday is the passing away of Prophet 
Muhammad #. During the Tabuk Expedition, the Prophet had 
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narrated six signs of Doomsday to Auf bin Malik(RA) the first sign 


' being his deatli.’ There are.other similar narrations which can be 


found in books of hadith. The Qur'an has itself called the splitting of 
the moon a sign of doomsday, and this sign has already occurred. 
“The Hour has come, and the moon has split in two.” [Al-Qamar: 1] The 
. Prophet had also spoken of those events as signs of doomsday 
which occurred immediately after his demise. For instance, the. 
prophecy that two groups of Muslims would go to war against 
each other.’ Most ahadith scholars have opined that this refers to 
the Battle of Siffin, which was fought 27 years after the Prophet’s 
demise near the Euphrates. The Prophet had also said that the rise 
of false claimants of prophethood is also a sign of doomsday” We 
all know that several people had claimed prophethood immediately 
after his demise, and many such false claimants have come up in 
every age. On one occasion, the Prophet had said that the Conquest 
of Jerusalem is also a sign of doomsday.” This event has.occurred 
twice—four years after his demise, during the tenure of Caliph 
Umar #%, and in 583 AH, under the command of Sultan Salahuddin 
Ayyubi 4 when he had reclaimed Jerusalem from the Crusaders. 
Ahuge fire spreading from the land of Hijaz has been spoken of as 
a sign of doomsday.” Imam Al-Nawawi 29% has referred to a huge 
fire that broke out in 654 AH and claimed that this event, too, has 
already occurred.” Once, the Prophet joined his two fingers and 
said that he and the doomsday have been sent in this manner.” 
While elaborating upon these things, hadith scholars have written 
that now that the last and final Messenger of God /# has been sent, 
the doomsday is very close as per divine calculations. Whatever 
age of the world has been left is far lesser than what has already 
passed. It is for this reason that the Prophet had said that the end 
is near. What he wanted was that his followers should always lead 
their lives with this at the back of their minds—that the doomsday 
is quite close. 
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EMERGENCE OF EVIL AND DISORDER (FITNA) 

_» The second category consists of those narrations which 
speak of certain evils and disorders as signs of approaching 
doomsday. These signs are also called ‘alamaat-e-sughra (Lesser 

" Signs). Before the final signs of doomsday become clear, the days 
would be littered with various chaotic events, and they would turn, 
very intense towards the final days. We have authentic ahadith 
in which the Prophet # has sketched a very terrifying picture of 
these chaotic events and has cautioned:the Ummah against these. 

These chaotic events would be in various forms—tyranny 
arid bloodshed, an-attack on one’s faith, a spree of difficulties that 
would befall the believers and a deluge of evil. 


For instance: 


“Of the signs of the Hour is that knowledge would be taken 
away, and ignorance would become widespread. Alcohol 
would be consumed (in the open) and fornication would 
become common." ; 


“The world would not end until indecency and lewd. speech 
* becomethenorm, relations would be broken and neighbours 
would be commonly ill-treated.”* 


“The world would not end until the tribes of my Ummah 
would join the pagans and start worshipping idols.” 


These evils have been seen in near about all times and ages. 
There is no objective standard of what constitutes ‘common’ or 
‘widespread.’ Such evils have surfaced many a times all throughout 
history. There have been waves of oppression, bloodshed, chaos 
and strife, vulgarity and vice many times in the history. We do not 
know how many more such waves and periods would come and go 


before the world finally ends! When we see these evils, we should 
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realise that their widespread culture can herald doomsday. This 
also seems to be the very purpose and idea behind these warnings— 
to point out the evils which invite divine wrath, that their surge is 
a sign of the world coming to an end. 


For a man, a sickness or an accident can lead to death. Buta 
man is confronted with several episodes of sickness and accidents 
all his life, which essentially serve as divine warnings and make 
him heedful of his death, until he eventually succumbs to his final 
sickness or accident. Likewise, in the collective life of mankind, 
these crises and signs would keep surfacing time and again to 
warn mankind, One hadith in particular tells us that every wave of 
evil would be worse than its preceding wave—‘Every period would 
be worse than its preceding period, until you finally meet your 
Lord””’—until the doomsday finally befalls us. If some of these 
chaotic events do occur around us, then it cannot be said with 
certainty whether this is indeed the end time or not. Neither do we 
have any firm grounds to make such estimations, nor do we even 
need to do so. We are accountable for the responsibilities we have 
been entrusted with, and we are expected to make every possible 
attempt to save ourselves from every evil. And this is something 
that we need to continue doing no matter what. 


Signs like the emergence of Gog and Magog can be treated 
as objective signs, But there are opinions that this is part of a 
chain of events that is spread over an extended period of time, and 


it has already been set into motion many centuries back. While 
elaborating upon the ahadith related to Gog and Magog, renowned 
scholar of hadith, Hazrat Anwar Shah Kashmiri 4% writes that the 
Gog and Magog would keep coming to us on several occasions all 
throughout history and spread disorder in the world. Just before 
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doomsday, they would spread disorder once again in the presence 
of Hazrat Isa «. hadith literature tells us that Isa « would curse 
them and they would thus be wiped out. Maulana Kashmiri 
has identified Timor, Genghis Khan and Hulagu Khan as Gog 
and Magog too.” 

THE MAJOR SIGNS OF DOOMSDAY (ALAMAAT-E-KUBRA) 

‘the third category consists of those signs which are very 
specific and explicit. Itincludes the advent of Dajjal, Hazrat Isa and 
Imam Mehdi, a major battle with the people supporting Dajjal, the 
collapse of an army in the ground that would march towards the 
Kaaba, the emergence of a particular creature called Dabbah, the 
sun rising from the west, etc. Scholars of hadith refer to these signs 
as ‘alamaat-e-kubra’ or major signs. These are the final signs, after 
which the world would end any moment. 

’ These major signs are quite explicit. Several attempts have 
been made in the past to interpret those signs in a way that they 
somehow confirm to their respective ages. But such interpretations 
confirm neither with the words of the hadith, nor their spirit. One of 
the major signs is the advent of the Dajjal. His personality has been 
variously interpreted to support many a conspiracy theory. Many 
have tried to insinuate that modern civilisation, the world order, 
political and economic colonisation and other such inanimate 
things are Dajjal. These are all superfluous interpretations. 
Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadyi 3% writes: 


“Those ahadith which mention Dajjal, his signs and attributes, 
are absolutely unambiguous in their words, to the point of 
tawatir. It is clearly mentioned therein that the Dajjal would 
be a specific person with specific qualities. He would arrive 
at a particular and specific time, and he would be born ina 
specific community—the Jewish community.”” 
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Of the several false allegations that had been levelled against 
~ Maulana Maududi, one allegation was that he did not believe in the 
- advent of Dajjal. Buthe has refuted these allegations when he wrote: 
: » “That Dajjal would come, he would possess these attributes 
and he would spread disorder, these constitute genuine 
news that Prophet Muhamtnad ## has conveyed from God. ’ 
* None of the narrations in this regard contradicts any other 
narration.”"° , 


- These explanations make it clear that those ahadith which 
speak of the Dajjal also speak of his specific signs and attributes. 
‘Ignoring them, and declaring some institution or inanimate entity 
as Dajjal, is an uncalled for effort, When we study authentic ahadith 
on Daijjal, we understand one very important thing—that he would 
not be a clandestine conspirator who would keep himself hidden 
and deceive the believers. Hence, there is no need to make.lame 
assumptions or-fall prey to doubts and suspicions in his regard. 
Whenever he would arrive, he would arrive with his identity intact. 
The clear signs we come across in ahadith tell us that he would be a 
living entity possessing paranormal qualities and he would claim 
to be Allah and a Prophet. Apart from these, it is also mentioned 
that the word kaafir would be written between his eyes, which 
every believer would be able to read, regardless of him being a 
literate or illiterate person.” This means that it would be very clear 
and public that he is a leader of the disbelievers, no believer would. 
be in two minds about it. 


Similarly, technological advancements are erroneously 
condemned as the Dajjal or his tools. Maulana Manazir Ahsan 


Gilani’s opinion is very pertinent in this regard: 
P’ TY pi 


“To have an extraordinary control over laws of nature is not 


Conspiracy Theories and the Islamic Stand 49 


something that would make a person the Dajjal per se. On 
the contrary, the Qur’an teaches us that benefitting from 
the laws of nature is an essential feature of man being 
the vicegerent of God on earth. This is nothing but an 
exfoliation of the concise knowledge of ‘things’ that Adam 
was equipped with.” 


Allama Anwar Shah Kashmiri’s student, Maulana Badre 
Alam Muhajir Madani 4% has written something very important 
on this topic: 


“No matter how much material progress is achieved in our 
times, they are all governed by laws of nature. Branding 
them as Dajjal’s tools is extremely misplaced, rather, it is 
absolutely wrong to say so. There is no doubt about the fact 
that the inventions we are coming across today are quite 
amazing and mind-blowing, but all developed countries of 
our times are contributing towards those inventions. This is 
another reason why it is too early to call any of them Daijjal’s 
tools or even their precursors. The real precursors of the 
Dajjallic menace are religious ignorance, wavering faith and 
the overpowering control of rebellious powers.” 


Maulana Manazir Ahsan Gilani 3% has objected to branding 
‘modern western culture and civilisation’ as the Dajjal, calling such 
allusions an exaggeration of thought and speech.* But he has 
also said that: 


“Modern Western civilisation appears to prepare fertile 
grounds for the advent of the Dajjal. The straight and clear 
and balanced truth—which does not warrant convoluted 
interpretations of ahadith —is that although it is true that 
claims of the Dajjal’s advent are all premature, we should 
accept that the scourge in which the Dajjal would submerge 
this world has already begun in some form or another.” 
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Maulana Abul Hasan Nadvi 4% has also expressed the same 
opinion. In his eye-opening book, ‘Maarka Imaan wa Madiyat,*° 
Maulana has written the following about modern Western 
materialistic culture: 

“The spirit of Dajjal and deception entered this culture 

and ran into its veins because it took a stand against 

prophethood, belief in the Hereafter, faith in the Creator 

and His Omnipotence, His laws and teachings. This culture 

gave more importance to what man could sense and 

perceive, and took interest in only those things which could 

satisfy man’s carnal desires, his immediate needs and grant 

him apparent success and dominion.” 


My humble study tells me that the precursors to Dajjal 
have been witnessed in every age and era. The spirit of Dajjal and 
deception has been an integral part of evil satanic systems and 
cultures all throughout history. This is not a recent phenomenon, 
Islamic history is replete with instances when the events of their 
respective era have been interpreted as precursors to Dajjal. 
The events that immediately followed the demise of Prophet 
Muhammad /# (widespread apostasy, false claims to prophethood, 
etc.) to the events that followed the Rashidun Caliphate to the 
attacks launched by the Mongols and the Crusaders to Western 
Colonisation, the period of submission to Western powers and the 
phase of neo-colonisation—in every such phase, evil powers have 
been thought to be precursors to the Dajjal. Hence, these precursors 
also seem to be among those chaotic events which belong to the 
second category (alamaat-e-sughra) discussed above. It has been 
mentioned there that these should be taken as repeated collective 
warnings, justas illnesses and accidents are. One of these warnings 
can well be the last and final warning, and it is quite possible that 
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none of these are. Modern Western civilisation and the current 
political and military games can well be the precursors of Dajjal, 
and it is also possible that these are part of God's series of warnings, ~ 
and that there are many such periods and waves of tumult and 
oppression marking the ups and downs of history waiting to occur. 
It is impossible for us to arrive at any definite conclusion in this 
regard, nor is it required. 
WHAT SHOULD BE OUR APPROACH? 

What we understand from the above discussion is that the 
end time has already started with the last and final Messenger /# of 
Allah, and that chaotic situations keep coming up at regular intervals. 

As for those signs which are related to these chaotic 
situations, we should keep praying to Allah, we should seek His 
refuge, and we should adopt strategies to protect ourselves from 
those scourges. This is what authentic ahadith emphatically teach 
us. The Prophet /# has taught us how we should supplicate to 
seek protection from the Dajjal and his conspiracies, we should 
keep supplicating as the Prophet has taught us. As for those crises 
which keep erupting, we should steer clear of debates on whether 
a particular crisis is the harbinger of doomsday or just one of the 
many routine crises, and instead stand up to those crises with the 
courage and determination that behoves a believer. The things the 
Prophet has told us are part of the divine plan, and they would 
manifest themselves at the pre-destined time: We are responsible 
for what we do, and we should try to discharge our responsibilities 
come what may. ; 

How should we protect ourselves from evil—Dajjalic or 
otherwise? Authentic ahadith have answers to this question too. 
Prophet Muhammad # has asked us to recite Surah al-Kahf to 
protect ourselves from the evil of Dajjal. One narration tells us 


52 Conspiracy Theories and the Islamic Stand 


that we should recite the first ten ayah,# and another narration 
tells us that we should recite the last ten ayah” of this Surah. Many 
scholars have tried to ponder over Surah al-Kahf to understand 
how it can help in protecting us from the evil of Dajjal. The hints 
we find in this Surah relate to the same attributes and deeds that 
are expected of a believer at all times and ages. Hence, regardless 
of whether we treat Surah al-Kahf as the basis of our strategy, or 
the general teachings of the entire Qur’an and hadith, what we find 
in common is that the things that can save us from these evils are 
righteous qualities and actions, and the scrupulous attention to 
one’s responsibilities. 
We enumerate here a few of those hints: 


1. Aclose relation with the Book of God 


‘The Qur'an is the most effective and most important tool to 
protect us from such troubles. So far as Surah al-Kahfis concerned, the 
very first ayah itself speaks of the Book of God. Then, the instructions 
that have been given after narrating the story of the companions of the 
cave (from the 27th to the 30th ayah) begin with the command to keep 
reciting the Qur'an. “And recite what has been revealed to you of the Book of your 
Lord. ee ee cn re ee ery 
Him.” Al-Kahf:27} 

There is a long narration which conveys this point in a very 
clear and emphatic manner. Although certain ahadith scholars have 
called it a weak hadith, they have confirmed its subject matter and 
have even derived from it. 

Ali # narrates that Prophet Muhammad # once cautioned 
him that a huge'crisis is expected. He submitted, “O Messenger of 
Allah, how should one protect himself from the evil of this crisis?” 
The Prophet ## replied, “The Book of God! It contains the stories 
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of those nations which preceded you and the news of those which 
would follow you, and instructions related to the matters you 
would encounter. It is the decisive word. Whoever seeks guidance 
without the Qur’an would get only misguidance from God. The 
Qur'an is the very rope of God. It is an admonition full of wisdom. 
It is the straight path. It is only by following it that minds remain 
protected from going wayward. Tongues cannot corrupt it. Men 
of knowledge would never have enough of its knowledge. It would 
never grow old. Its wonders would never end. Whoever said 
anything in accordance with the Qur'an has spoken the truth, and 
whoever acted upon the Qur’an would deserve rewards. Whoever 
judged in accordance with the Qur’an has been just, and whoever 
called others to the Qur’an has been granted guidance to the 
straight middle path.?° 

The role the Qur’an plays in protecting a person from 
troubles is quite explicit. In the wake of such troubles, the Muslims 
should hold on to the Qur’an and strengthen their bond with it. 
They should make an earnest effort to seek the solution of every 
matter from the Qur’an and to walk in its light. 


2. To remember the doomsday, to focus on the 
spirit of deen and to refrain from indulging in 
allegorical statements (mutashabihaat) 

The basic purpose of narrating the signs of doomsday is to 
keep the Ummah alert and cautious about the end of the world. 
Until clear signs (i.e., alamaat-e-kubra, which are so obvious that 
they would be in-the-face) do not manifest, engaging in lame 
interpretations, suspicions and conjectures and seeking out signs 
of the Last Day or being inquisitive about them are all efforts in 
futility. To remain engrossed in this matter and to have a never- 
ending suspicious, agitated and negative attitude about the world 
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and its affairs is an extremely disastrous and dangerous thing to 
do. We should always remain prepared for doomsday, without 
hankering after those things which are allegorical and unspecific. 

One important lesson we learn from Surah al-Kahf is that 
people should not hanker after allegorical things. Instead of 
resorting to meaningless assumptions and baseless conjectures 
about those things which are beyond our scope of understanding, 
we should mind our business, focus on our responsibilities and 
concentrate on the lessons our experiences have taught us. This 
sick mentality of a failing religiosity revels in pointless curiosity, 
folklore and gossip and lame fixations instead of learning about 
the real purpose and spirit of divine commands and signs. The 
People of the Book were suffering from the same disease during 
the blessed era of Prophet Muhammad ##. The Qur'an criticises 
this attitude of theirs when it points out, 

“And they remained in their cave for three hundred years and 

some add nine more. Tell them, Allah knows best how long 

they remained. He has knowledge of the unseen aspects of 

the heavens and the earth. How clearly He sees, and how 

finely He hears! They have no protector other than Him, 


nor does He share His command with anyone whatsoever.” 
- [Al-Kahf: 25-26] 


We learn the same lesson from the story of Musa and Khizr 
(that we should exercise patience and restraint in those matters 
which are beyond our scope of knowledge. 

“And how can you have patience about things of which your 


understanding is incomplete?” [Al-Kahf: 68] 


While expounding upon the last sentence of the 187th ayah 
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of Surah al-A’araf, Maulana Ameen Ahsan Islahi a has said 
something which is worth our attention and holds a conclusive 
position in our ongoing discussion. He writes: 


“But most people do not know which things they need to 
know and need to pursue, and which are those that are 
beyond their scope of knowledge. Pursuing the latter would 
not only waste their time, it would also catise them to get 
entangled in unnecessary problems. It is man’s misfortune 
that he usually hankers after those things which he can 
neither understand nor is he supposed to know. He then 
uses them as a pretext to turn away from those things 
whose knowledge is essential for the success of his world 
and Hereafter. Those who hanker after the allegorical things 
and deny the clear commands are also guilty of the same.” 


3. To remain steadfast on Islam and to show sabr 
on the hurdles and problems one comes across - 
in this path and to exhort others to do the same 

Speaking on the days preceding doomsday, Prophet 

Muhammad /# has said: 


“O people, there would come a time after you when people 
would be required to have sabr. They would have to remain 
steadfast in trying situations. They would have to hold their 
ground in unfavourable circumstances. Whoever holds on 
to Islam and its commandments at that time and continues 
practicing Islam, would be rewarded so times over.” 


This is also something that we learn from the story of 
the companions of the cave. Hurdles and challenges can only 
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be overcome by remaining steadfast over our faith. Maulana 
Maududi explains, : 


“If the disbelievers gain absolute dominion, and even if it 
becomes difficult fora believer to survive in that tumultuous 
environment, he should not bow down before forces of evil, 
he should rely upon God and go ahead.” 


Surah al-Kahf pinpoints four trials with reference to 
four characters. 

Q That related to one’s faith and belief. To protect 
themselves from this trial, the youngsters left behind 
everything and sought refuge in a cave. 

Q That related to wealth, i.e., to pride upon one’s wealth 
and to rely upon the power of money. The owner of the 
two gardens succumbed to this trial. 

Q That related to knowledge. To protect us from this trial, 
God Almighty made it clear that there are many things 
that are beyond the scope of knowledge of even men 
of stature and ranks as lofty as that of Prophet Moses. 

Q That related to authority and expertise. Allah presents 
the pristine example of Zul Qarnain to show how a 
man can overcome this trial. Even after achieving 
a mighty feat, Zul Qarnain humbles himself before 
Allah and says: ‘This is nothing but a mercy from my 
Lord.’ [Al-Kahf: 98] 

Thus, the stories narrated in this Surah teach us how we 
should remain steadfast in our faith with courage, and how we 
should remain humble and grateful to God upon receiving wealth, 
knowledge, fame and authority, how we should rely upon Him 
and use His bounties properly. These lessons guide the believers to 
overcome all trials and evils along their way. 
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4. To strive in the cause of God, to stand up to tri- 
als and tribulations, to preach the Word of God 
and convey the message of Islam 

In times of strife and tumult, rather than abandoning all 
struggles and endeavours, we have been commanded to up the 
ante. We need to take it upon ourselves to counter every evil trend 
and exhaust all our strengths and resources in doing so. Prophet 

Muhammad ## had said that the torchbearers of truth would strive 

in the Cause of Islam even in the wake of extreme strife and tumult. 

They would keep fighting evil and evil mongers. 


“This deen would always survive, and a section of the 
believers would fight for it till the Last Day.”* 


It is in the same context that the Prophet had asked the 
believers to keep up with their task of enjoining the good and 
forbidding the wrong with all steadfastness in such conditions. He 
had also said that maintaining silence over a crime is akin to being | 
complicit in the crime. 

“Whoever witnesses these sins and detests them, and keeps 
others from committing it and publicly condemns it, would. 

be counted among those who keep away from sin. And 

whoever refrains from committing a sin, but does not 

detest it either, nor does he publicly denounce it, his silence 
would be treated as his concurrence. Hence, he would. be 
held.at par with those who have committed the sin, despite 

not having actually committed it.”* 


It should be kept in mind that Imam Abu Dawood 3% has 
included this hadith under the chapter, Kitaabul Malahim. This 
chapter deals with signs of the doomsday and the evils that would 
manifest before it. 
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The same instruction has been given after narrating the 
story of the companions of the cave. Regardless of how people react, 
we should keep preaching the truth. 

“And say, ‘The truth is from your Lord—so whoever wills— 

let him believe, and whoever wills—let him disbelieve.” 

[Al-Kahf: 29] 


The believers also need to possess technologically advanced 
tools if they are to fight against evil. The Qur’an explicitly 
commands us to 


‘prepare against them to the utmost of your strength and 
power. [Al-Anfal: 60]. 


Technology and means of modern struggles should not be 
overlooked, mistaking them for tools of Dajjal. We should instead 
gain mastery over them, and play our role in the production of latest 
resources by engaging in discoveries and inventions, research 
and development. 

The story of Zul Qarnain also teaches us that in order to 
protect ourselves from tyrannical and oppressive and bloodthirsty 
forces, we should adopt all possible measures, employ all available 
resources, push the limits of discoveries and inventions, think out 
of the box, utilise our strengths and abilities to the fullest and to 
then rely upon God. 

Whenever there is any talk of the chaos preceding doomsday, 
people tend to bring to mind those ahadith which speak of seeking 
refuge in caves and forests. Migrating from cities and seeking 
refuge in forests is the last resort, which would be done when there 
would be no other means left to salvage one’s faith. 


“At that time, whoever is able to find some place of refuge or 
a safe sanctuary, he should take it up.”* 
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When it becomes absolutely impossible to protect one’s life 
in the city, people flee to forests and mountains, and return to 
their normal life once the danger has waned off. The same should 
be the case with one’s faith and religion. However, championing 
the cause of abandoning the world because of a real or perceived 
fear of doomsday, and persuading people to give up all struggle 
and endeavour, is akin to advocating monasticism, which does not 
confirm to Islamic ideals in any way. The fact remains that a believer 
is defined by relentless struggle and confrontation, a fighting spirit 
and tireless effort. Instead of delving into the hidden meanings of 
allegorical statements and seeking their interpretations, what we 
really ought to do is to focus on our responsibilities and to plan 
strategies that would make truth and justice triumph following the 
laws of nature, and to then bring those plans to fruition, for this is 
all that we are accountable for. 


5. Organisation and the company of 
righteous souls 

According to an authentic hadith, when the Prophet /# told 
the people about tumultuous times ahead, the companion 
who has narrated this hadith asked the Prophet, “If1 happen 
to be present during that time, what do you command me to 
do about it?” The Prophet replied, “Make it obligatory upon 
yourself to associate yourself with the Muslim community 
and its leader”.” 


We find this in Surah al-Kahf too. Of the instructions that 
follow the story of the companions of the cave, one is: 
“And keep your soul content with those who call upon their 


Lord morning and evening.” [Al-Kahf: 28] 


Having the company of righteous Muslims and being a part 
of their closely knit community is all the more required in times 
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of chaos. A lone individual can readily fall prey to strife and evil, it 
becomes easier for him to ward off evil and defend himself against 
it ifhe is part of a righteous group. 

Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi and Maulana Manazir 
Ahsan Gilani have both averred that an important lesson that we 
derive from the story of the companions of the cave is that we 
should live together in the company of righteous people. Maulana 
Gilani writes: 


“The first thing that strikes us when we read the story of the 
companions of the cave is that instead of referring to the 
individual cave dwellers, the Qur’an calls them ‘a group 
of youngsters.’ You can very well derive a lesson here that 
in times of strife, when one’s faith is being tested, one 
should convince like-minded and like-natured people to 
accompany him in the cave-life so that they might give 
each other company, and help and support each other and 
empathise with each other in their time of need.”* 


Maulana Abul Hassan Ali Nadvi 4% writes: 


“They could also have fled wherever they wished to, each 
person going his own way and being happy in his own 
world. Each of them could have taken refuge in a separate 
cave or mountain, just as Christian monks of yore used to 
do in their monastic lives. But God put it in their hearts that 
they should leave that town together as a group, hold their 
faith and belief close to their hearts and seek the mercy of 
their Lord, hoping and expecting a way out, success and < 
divine help. This is the appropriate and correct way which 
the believers need to adopt in every such nitincaring 
situation.”” 


Allthe five points mentioned above are expected of believers 
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in all times and circumstances. But they become all the more 
important in times of strife and trials and tribulation. These chaotic 
conditions actually serve to remind us of our responsibilities. We 
should pay attention to these points all our lives, and even if we 
come across an extraordinarily tumultuous situation, we should 
not succumb to negative attitudes like abandoning the world or 
interpret events out of context to determine the date the world 
would come to an end. Rather, we should pay more attention to 
our routine responsibilities and try our best to discharge them in 
a better way. 
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